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Vision Statement 
Canoe Journey 2019 

 
VISION 
It is the summer of 2019 in the Bay Area—Ohlone and Coast Miwok territory. Canoes take 
to the waters in and around San Francisco Bay. Some are cedar dugouts, others are strip-
bark vessels—the works of Indigenous artisans, skippered by canoe families who have 
traveled from the inlets of Bella Bella, British Columbia, the shores of Shinnecock, New 
York, the everglades of Seminole, Florida and dozens of communities in between. 
 
The canoes are led by tule boats, the original watercraft of the Ohlone, Coast Miwok and 
other California tribes. In summers past, these same canoe families took to the waters, but 
they did so further north—in and around the Salish Sea. The annual Canoe Journey—a trans-
national Indigenous voyage to celebrate culture, water and community—is this continent’s 
fastest-growing Native tradition. 
 
This summer is special. 
 
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the iconic Occupation of Alcatraz that launched today’s 
era of Indigenous rights and renaissance. In recognition of this momentous occasion, 
Indigenous people the world over in unity with diverse global allies will rise and speak out 
for social, environmental and climate justice. As we take to the waters surrounding 
California’s storied technological megalopolis, we will represent for Indigenous rights and 
values, peace and prayer, the water, the land, the air, our next generations, inclusion and a 
diverse humanity. 
 
This is Canoe Journey 2019.  
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MISSION 
 
1.     The Planet, the Climate, the Water, Biodiversity and Environmental Justice: Bring 
global attention to a planet in peril on behalf of future generations. Highlight threats to 
climate and biodiversity, the urgent need to protect water that sustains life, and the 
opportunity for Indigenous peoples to lead the way forward as environmental stewards. 
Demonstrate the potential for Indigenous values to counter-balance environmental harm. 
 
2.     Education: Teach children across the region about climate, water and their opportunity 
to make a difference as protectors and stewards of the planet. Engage and empower Native 
and non-Native youth to participate in planning, organizing and participating in the Canoe 
Journey. 
 
3.     Arts and culture: Bring California tribal protocols (language, song and dance) into 
Canoe Journey protocol and onto a global stage. Showcase crafts like tule boat building and 
canoe making. Engage Native and non-Native students and youth in a hands-on manner. 
 
4.     Community-building: Bring together California’s disparate tribes, the Bay Area’s urban 
Native communities plus allies from non-Native backgrounds to honor the Bay, celebrate 
human and Indigenous rights and build coalitions to address climate, water, biodiversity 
and environmental justice. 
 
5.     Alcatraz 50th: Bring Indigenous history and rights into the public conversation, building 
upon legacies of courage, oratory and persistence to frame a future where Native people 
take their rightful seat at the table of public leadership and decision-making. 
  
VALUES 
This will be an Indigenous-led effort, guided by the following values: 

• Inclusion: All are equal in this effort. 
• Non-violence: We come in peace and prayer to heal legacies of violence and loss. 
• Diversity: A broad range of perspectives leads to deep insights and strong decisions. 
• Impact: Actions will be prioritized on impact and alignment with our vision. 
• Gratitude: We are thankful for all who make this momentous occasion possible. 
• Engagement: Without relatives, allies and supporters, we are all diminished. 
• Nothing is impossible: We can do this. 
• Our children are our future: Put them first. 
• Unity: No one of us is will ever be greater than all of us. 
• Storytelling: Our words and histories are powerful and can guide us to a better future. 

  
COMPONENT PARTS 
 
The planet, the climate, the water, biodiversity and environmental justice  
We intend to partner with scientists and advocates to advise us and help us reach a global 
audience. 
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Education 
We intend to bring Native youth into the process of planning, organizing and executing this 
event. We intend to reach-out to educators and universities across the Bay Area and 
Northern California to bring the Canoe Journey—history, art, culture and values—into their 
curricula and activities. We intend to include hands-on learning opportunities at various 
canoe and tule boat building stations around the Bay. 
 
Arts and culture 
We will work with Northern California Indigenous communities to ensure they have the 
resources to participate in Canoe Journey in a manner befitting their role as hosts.  
 
Community-building 
We will work with all interested California tribes plus the state’s urban Indian communities 
and non-Native communities. 
 
Alcatraz 50th 
We will celebrate our history while taking meaningful action to ensure our future well-
being. Alcatraz veterans will be treated as honored dignitaries. 
 
Water-craft building 
To help local communities take to the waters in safety and style, we envision canoe-building 
and tule boat-building studios popping up in communities throughout California.  
 
Hosting canoe families 
We will create sub-committees to host canoe families along their journey and during their 
stay in the Bay Area.  
  
Water access and safety 
We will create a special sub-committee to ensure all rights and permits are secured and 
water safety best practices are communicated and observed.  
 
 


